
St. George  
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church 

2587 W. 14th Street, Cleveland OH 44113 

 

Serving the Orthodox Christian Community 
of  Greater Cleveland  

The Pharisee and the Publican  



St. George  

Antiochian  

Orthodox Church 

W  

 
 

 

The mission of St. George 
Antiochian Orthodox Church  

 

Is to serve God and the community 
by commitment to the GospelÕs 
command to grow in the knowledge 
of Jesus Christ through faith, 
hope, and love. It is a parish of the 
Self –Ruled Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Archdiocese of North 
America.   
The Orthodox Church follows the 
faith and practice of the apostles 
and disciples of Christ handed 
down by the ancient Christian 
fathers and twenty centuries of 
Church tradition. Genuine Christian 
life nurtures and stimulates our 
spiritual and moral development. 
The liturgical life of the Orthodox 
Church has been developing over 
the last 2000 years. By taking part 
in the mysteries of ChristÕs life, 
death and resurrection at the 
liturgical services, the community 
members are drawn to repentance 
and the gradual change of their 
inner selves. 
To join the community of St. 
George or to find out more 
information, please fill out the 
Guest Book in the Narthex.  We 
hope this day will be spiritually 
rewarding for you.  Fr John will be 
happy to answer any questions.  
Join us in the hall after Liturgy for 
our Coffee Hour and Fellowship. 
 

 

His Beatitude John X Patriarch of Antioch 
and all the East.  

His Grace Bishop Anthony, Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Diocese of The Midwest 

 
 

V. Rev Father John Ojaimi, Pastor 
Archdeacon Yarid Sahley 

Office: (216) 781-9020  
Pastor's Cellular: (440) 665-6724 

www.stgeorgecleveland.com                                                 

Pastor’s E-Mail: frjojaimi@msn.com                                                                                                                             
Parish E-Mail: office@stgeorgecleveland.com 

 

Sunday February 05, 2023 
 

Tone 1/ Eothinon 01 
 

Sunday of the Pharisee  
and the Publican 

 & 
After-feast of Presentation  

(Meeting) of Christ  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
We are glad you are worshiping with us   

today. There are Service Books in the pews. 
Orthodox Christians must be prepared for 

Holy Communion through Confession,     
Fasting, Prayer and by   being at peace with 

others. Please seek and give forgiveness    
before receiving Holy Communion. At the 

conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, please join 
us for coffee hour in the Parish Hall. 



 

Candles are offered for the Health, Safety & Spiritual Welfare of:  
All of our parishioners, their family members and their friends.  
The sick, shut-ins, homeless and needy  
Family & Friends by George Haddad 
Our families by Samir  and Clara Nader  
Olivia (Her 27th Birthday), Domenica, Alayna George by Dr. Antony George 
 
Candles are offered in Beloved Memory of: 
All of your beloved ones falling asleep in the Lord. 
All Clergy and servants of God. 
All the Victims of war and violence and diseases in the whole universe. 
Michel Hayek, Michael Simone & Bob Mourad by the Hayek family 
Wadia Ameen by his wife Mary & family 
Edward & Evelyn Haddad by their  family 
Edward & Rita Fadel by his family 
Charles Haddad by Joan & family 
Joie Haddad by George Haddad and his Family 
William Isaac by his Wife June Isaac 
Ramona Darmour by her  daughter  Charmaine Darmour  
Minor, Alsace and Ramona George by Dr . Antony George 

 

UPCOMING DIVINE SERVICES 
Sunday February 12, 2023 Orthros @ 9:30am—Liturgy @ 10:30 am 

for the sick, sufferings,  
shut-ins , needy, homeless, victims of disasters, war 

“Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, 
How can this man give us His flesh to eat? So Jesus said to 
them, Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of 
the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in your-
selves. He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal 
life, and I will raise him up on the last day”.  
 John 6:52-54 

  “With fear of God, faith And love draw near”. 

In 1 Timothy 5, Paul describes the church not as a building but as people dedicated to doing       
whatever it takes to reach out and help others. We have a responsibility to serve and help 
others in need as the church. Caring for each other as well as those outside of the church is 
the quickest way to see Jesus change lives. Too o en, we see a need and wait for the pastor 
or someone on staff to take responsibility. But that’s not the way church works.  



Divine Liturgy Variables on February 05, 2023 
Tone 1/ Eothinon 01; Sunday of the Pharisee and the Publican 

 After-feast of Presentation (Meeting) of Christ  
 

 
 
 







       THE DISMISSAL 

Priest: May He Who deigned to be carried in the arms of Simeon the Righteous for our 
salvation, and rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the  intercessions of 
His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother. By the might of the Precious and  Life-
giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplica-
tion of the  honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious 
and all-laudable apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of           
Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glor ious 
and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint George, the 
patron and protector of this holy community; of the  holy and righteous ancestors of God, 
Joachim and Anna, of the Martyr Agatha of Palermo in Sicily; of the Holy and Righteous 
Mothers of the Three Hierarchs Emmelia, Nona and Anthousa, whose memory we    
celebrate today,  and of all the saints: have  mercy on us and save us,  forasmuch as He is 
good and loveth mankind.  
Priest: Through the prayers of our  Holy Father s, Lord Jesus Chr ist our  God, have 
mercy   upon us and save us.  
 

Choir: Amen.  



Presentation of Christ in the Temple                      
FEBRUARY 2       

INTRODUCTION 

This feast, celebrated on February 2, is known in the       
Orthodox Church as The Presentation of Christ in the     
Temple.  Another name for the feast is The Meeting of our 
Lord.   Roman Catholic and Protestant Christians call the 
feast, The Purification of the Holy Virgin. About 450 AD in Jerusalem, people began the 
custom of holding lighted candles during the Divine Liturgy of this feast day. Therefore, 
some churches in the West refer to this holy day as Candlemas. The Feast of the      
Presentation concludes the observances related to the Nativity of Christ, a period that 

opened on November 15 with the beginning of the Nativity fast. 

 
BIBLICAL STORY 
The story of the Presentation is told in Luke 2:22-29. Mary and Joseph 
were faithful Jews and observed their religious customs. An important 
custom was for the couple to take their first-born son to the Temple. 
The baby was taken to the Temple forty days after his birth and was 
dedicated to God. In addition, if the parents were wealthy, they were to 
bring a lamb and a young pigeon or a turtle dove to be offered as a  
sacrifice at the Temple. The custom provided that if the parents were 
poor, they were to offer two pigeons or two turtle doves for the sacrifice. 

When Jesus was forty days old, Mary and Joseph took Him to the    
Temple in Jerusalem. They were not wealthy, so they took two   turtle 
doves with them to offer as a sacrifice at the Temple. As they arrived at 
the Temple, Mary and Joseph were met by a very old man named     
Simeon. He was a holy man and was noted as a very intelligent scholar. 

Simeon spent much time studying about the prophets of Israel. It was during his studies 
that he learned of the coming of the Messiah. The Jewish people were waiting for the   
Messiah to come and deliver Israel from their conquerors. From that time on, Simeon spent 
his time praying for the Messiah to come. He spent many years in  prayer. Finally, while 
Simeon was praying he heard the voice of God. God promised Simeon that he would not 
die  until he had seen the Messiah. 

When Simeon saw Jesus, he took the baby in his arms and blessed the Lord and said: 

"Lord, now let Your servant go in peace according to Your promise,     
because my eyes have seen Your salvation which you have prepared   
before the face of all      peoples, a light to bring revelation to the       
Gentiles, and the glory to your people Israel." 

Also, in the Temple was Anna the Prophetess. She had been a widow for 
many years. Anna was about eighty-four years old and spent her time in 
the Temple worshiping, fasting, and praying. When she saw the Christ 
Child she praised God and spoke of him to all who were awaiting the  
Messiah. 

 

 
Joseph and Mary 
were not wealthy, so 
they took two turtle 
doves with them to 
offer as a sacrifice at 
the Temple. 



Dear Saint George Family, Beloved in Christ 
 

Our community is fortunate to have such compassionate and loving Parishioners. Because of your 
pledge and support, our Church is able to continue to serve you and to support the needy families.  
 

As we read in the  2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not  reluctantly 
or under  compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”. 
 

What makes us Christians is our faith being reflected by our actions in a beautiful way that  manifests 
our identity through our work of love. 
 

With The Parish Council we are making every effort to reduce our expenses, to ensure our  reserve 
fund can be maintained for its intended purpose and the future growth and support of our Church. We 
are   asking  anyone who is financially able, to either mail a pledge donation check to the Church’s  
Office or Donate via our website Donation button. 
 
Also please let us know if you have any hardships that the Church can help with. We will try to support 
you in any way possible. 
 
In closing, we ask for  the Lord’s Protection to keep all of us safe, and to guide all of us to become  His 
new disciples and to serve and love His people 

After Jesus was presented in the Temple, the family returned to Galilee to the town of     
Nazareth. The Bible tells us that Jesus grew and became strong, and was filled with        
wisdom. 

ICON OF THE FEAST 
The Holy Icon shows that the meeting takes place inside the Temple 
and in front of the altar. The altar has a book or a scroll on it and is 
covered by a canopy. The Theotokos stands to the left and is holding 
out her hands in a gesture of offering. The one hand of the Theotokos 
is covered by her cloak or as it is known, the maphorion. She has just 
handed her Son to Simeon. 

Christ is shown as a child, but He is not in swaddling clothes. He is 
clothed in a small dress and his legs are bare. Jesus appears to be 
giving a blessing. Simeon holds Jesus with both hands which are   
covered. This shows the reverence Simeon had for the Messiah.     
Simeon is bare headed and there is nothing to show that he is a priest. 
Some biblical scholars say that Simeon was probably a priest of the 
Temple or a Doctor of the Law. 

 
Joseph is behind the Theotokos. He is carrying the two turtle doves for the 
sacrifice. Anna the Prophetess is also standing behind the Theotokos and 
is pointing to the Christ child. 

The words Simeon spoke when he saw the Christ Child are known as "St. 
Simeon's Prayer." This prayer is sung daily at the evening Vespers       
services of the Orthodox Church. 

In the Orthodox Church, both baby boys and baby girls are taken to the 
Church on the fortieth day after their birth. This is done in remembrance of 
the Theotokos and Joseph taking the infant Jesus to the Temple. 

 
The Theotokos is 
holding out her hands 
in a gesture of offer-
ing and humility. 





 




